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sought to lead the latter to a more modern social, economic
and political framework. He was not unique in this, and
though he opened up new lines of thought and marshalled
new data specially in the economic and the cultural fields
by his researches and his writings, he was content to con-
tribute to the common cause and join the select band of
leaders whom the nineteenth century had thrown up in
India. His impact was, therefore, not that of a rebel or
even a lone pioneer who is thrown out and denied by his
society. It was that of a mature reformer, necessarily ahead
of time, proceeding purposefully and inspite of opposition
to his appointed goal. He faced opposition, not the least of
which was when he translated the Rig Veda into Bengali,
much to the annoyance of the orthodox community who
regarded it as an act of defilement by an outsider. He met
such opposition, not by acts of open defiance, but quietly,
often without argument, but by persistence in his course of
action, until the opposition, if it did not die down altogether,
lost much of its vehemence and force. By such persistence
and by his own conduct he tried to carry society with him,
and by and large, he succeeded. Orthodoxy had lost much
of its hold on the educated classes by the tune he died, and
voices were few which criticised hi.m on account of his
social conduct and views.